CHAPTER   HI

EARLY  ASPIRATIONS

It will be useful at this stage to refer to some of the aspira-
tions of Gopalakrishnayya at this early period of his career. And
the sources of information for the same are essentially three.
One of them is a letter of Gopalakrishna to his uncle when he
was at Bapatla in 1907. The second is his letter to another
uncle, from Scotland, dated 8-4-1914. And the third was a
small notebook which is a store-house of much useful and
interesting information regarding his early hopes and aspirations;
and it was dated probably just at the time of his return from
Europe (1916), or shortly afterwards.

In his first letter from Bapatla, he tells his guardian:
"The National Theatre has been started after I came to this
town. Its chief object is, first, to secure its necessary equipment;
and then, with its proceeds, to build up a. fund, called the
National Fund, to run a free night school for the labourers
who will receive education on our current-day political affairs
etc, Among our members, eight are Matriculates who passed
their examination last year; six are clerks in the MunsifPs Court,;
five are employed in the Taluk Office; and all the twenty are
educated people. Mr. Tangirala Anjaneyulu is its President...
To be an actor in a drama is really an act of self-sacrifice,
because the great truths of our scriptures are a sealed book to
our illiterate masses; and in a drama, those truths can be revealed
to them by cultured and self-sacrificing people. It, therefore,
gives both worldly and heavenly bliss (to join a dramatic society).
Some bad people, however, have corrupted these great traditions
ef the stage and have themselves turned into vagabonds. DQ